The evolution of the

THE INTRODUCTION of vet another
national marking for the South
African Air Force this vear is
perhiaps a good tme 10 review the
various national markings worn by
SAAF aircraft over a period of
some 83 vears.

National insignia was first applied
to aircralt as 5 means of
distinguishing frendly and eneny
airerafl in time of war. Germany
introduced a black pated cross & s
ientity marking in World War cne
and Britam initially used the Union
Flag as a svmbal. However. at a
distance the cross on the Union Flug
could be mistaken for the Corman
Crows and after various experiments
were cartied out. a roundels, bearing
the national colours of red. white and
blue were applied to the wings and
fuselage of all military aircraft. These
culours were repeated as verlical
stripes on the rudder.

Conmtries world wide adopted
their national Hag colours 1o usualh
a rouride] format, but sometimes a
triangular. rectangular or ather
format. All the British
Commonwealth countries initially
adopted the redwhite/blue rourdels
and when the first of over 100
arcraft of the fmperial Gift 1o South
Africa arrived m 1909720, they oo
rarried these markings. The colours
swore seen 0 be vermilion penine)
white {midkdle ring) and ulramarine
fouter ringl which were edged in
white on the dark brownish PC-12
protective finish of the DiLSs, DH.4s
and other tvpes being delivered. The
voundels were marked in the
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proportions 13 {eenere) 343 (inner
circlel and 3¢5 fourer circle - full
diametert. This was later known as
the Tvpe “A” rounde! (or Tvpe “A2"
with white surrounds.,

The rudder was marked in
equal vertical bands of ultramarine,
white and vermilion, with the
ultramarine leading.

Initially the atrcraft flew in this

calour scheme but an December 10,

1920 an instruction was jssued @
paint “on the body. tail amd wing
planes of all aerop anies of the
Union Air Force..” new markings
consisting of)

Centre - orar zf

Inner Ring - gres

Jod Ring - red

Outer Ring - blue

SAAF's National Insignia

However. two problems arose -

- niot all the necessary colours were in

stock arad it had to be ascertained
where to obtain the corect colours
which would not damage previously
applied ;‘;xza%r'ss ar fahric.

By January 28, 1921, the
markings had been pamnted on
one Avro S04K as a trial No
further action was raken uniil
December 20, 1921 when a new
instruction was issued o paint the
roundels in different colouss as the
December 1920 scheme had heen
found o be “unsatisfaciony on the
ground ol visibility”

The new colours were o b

Outer circle - blue

Next circle - lemon vellow

Next gircle - red

inner circle - green

it was proposed thus 1o overpaint
the white of the BAT roundel with
vellow and add a centre of green.

Messrs Herbert Evans and CW
Grovanetti Lid. paint suppliers of the
dav were contracted to manufacture
the necessary colours which were
described as “light or lemon vellow”
and “village green” and from early in
1922 SAAF aircralt staned to appear
in the new markings.

Examination of the SE3a at the
SA National Museum of Military
History in 1992 showed the rudder
stripes to have been originally
blue/vellow/red and green (from the
fromal,

1t is interesting to note that the
South African flag at this time
tmﬁigtﬁd of a red rectangle with the

vion Flag marked in the left hared




top corner and the 5A coat of anms in
green and vellow in the lower right
hand portion of the flag. Thus the
roundels were marked in the comect
colonrs of the flag of the period.

{In Koverber 18, [927 a drawing
was issued detailing the new national
insignia for the SAAF which reflected
the colour of the new naticnal fag w
be introduced on May 31, 1928, This
was a rounde] with circles in equal
widths with the centre in Orange.
middle circle in White and outer
circle in Blue {Ultramarine). The
rudder stripes were marked in the
same rodaurs with the blue leading
and hands being equal.

As belore. roundels were
miarked on both wings,
abowve and below, as well as
on the fuselage. This sivle
of rounde! was later referred
ta as the T‘fgxé ‘I roundel.
{The RAT did not use these

“

camouflage and Type “A” roundels

edged in vellow, afficially known as
the Type "Al" roundel. These aircraft

retained their finishes. onlv the RAF
serial numbers giving way 10 SAAF
numbers.

With the outhreak of WWi and
South Africa’s }‘x;—“iﬂ}'i‘i;‘iﬁl ici, the
SAAF followed :ﬂ 1he directives used
b the Roval Air Force as regards to
roundel stvles. sizes ard positions.
Centres officially remainkd Orange
iristesdd of Bed, b often these were
not alered 1o Orangs because of Jack
of time or material or because of the

wishes of the many RAF personnel in
use at SAAF units at the time.

WETIONE INSIGNIA

By tkase Bevier

On February 23, 1940 a general
é;*astmum’s was issued to mmmﬁagi
all service aircralt in the SAAF
Roundels were at this stage Crange
White and Blue hut an April 28,
1940 an wstruction was issued 1o
camouflage all aircrall in acoordance
with RAF practice.

This led to the inroduction of vet
another rounde] stvie. the Type "B
rounde] which consisted of a Red
5AAF-Orange) centre surrounded by
a Blue outer circle. This roundel
which had provided the RAF with a
dilemma between identification and
concealment ard had gone through
many revisions up tll s;:h;a irme, was
in use mainly as upper
wing marking with the
centre circle being 23 of
the cuter diameter.

The Tow visibility of
this roundel caused it
sometimes to be
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uretih WWIT with only
necasional aircrall wearing
the Type A" roundel in
orange white'hlue. usually
deliveries [rom Britain such
as the Hawker Furies which
has been painted thers
before delivery and moss

Statulard Type ‘8" roonded 35 ssem on 3

and D wwhere D =
Diameter of Roundel) b
in the Feld, s
PrOpOTHONS wers 1ol
always adhersd 1o,
Generally however,
the standdard roundel
stvles up dll 1942 were

The C1 roudel ppled of v~~~ b il
other Hawker biplanes. Mosquits. Orange cerre, dll b oufer. early past v i bright colors using Tvpe "B" above the
Ultramsarine instead of the ususl y

The Roval Air Force
deleted rudder stripes from
thedr aircraft from August
1934 arxd the SAAT
followed sult from about
Ihe same time.

Tharing the late 30's six
Havwker Hurricanes ore

N Sl Type o wih ez i s e it € Ty rounes s ‘
Blenheim MK1 and a Fairey  siee contre amd ight Blue applied over m«z;ﬁ%ﬂﬂ h@:mmm These were applied in
Battle were delivered, all ﬁﬁﬂ@MﬁmmmdﬂM ek e m,:mmmﬁ mmﬂﬁd various sizes and ‘3{%[95
wearing standard RAF The fin fiash. but later standardised to

wings. tvpe "A” below
the wings and type "Al
on the fuselage. Fin
flashes were introduced
at the beginning of
WWIL in equal bands of
arange. white, blue
with orange leading,
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a size of 24" wide by 27" high.

Colours started 1o vary with the
arrival of aircraft from the USA with
approximations of the RAF standard
and locally manufactured paints
which were not always supplied
the original colour standard.

In May 1942, the RAF revised the
propartions of the national insignia
with the conspicuous veliow and
white portions being reduced in size
om both roundels and fin flash. This
wits known as the tvpe "C7 roundel
or in the case of that with the vellow
ring. the type "C1" roundel, I}»g}gs;;i«;]

- proportions for a medium size

roundel would thus be 127 Red lor
Orange} centre. 16° White circle. 327
Blue circle fand when applied. a 367
Yellow circlel. The tvpe t was
applied under the wings. tvpe (17
on the fuselage and vpe E‘s" above
the wings.

Around this time roundel colours
changed from the Bright Red and
Blue (Ulramarine) o Dull Bed 3 brick
colour] and Dull Blue fndien. This

remained the standard for the rest of
WWI with modified forms of this
being used for specialized missions.
For example. photo reconnaissance
aircraft used tvpe "B” roundels on
fuselage and above the wings only,
while maritime reconnaissance
aircratt and bombers did not carmve
under wing roundels. In the Tatter part
of WWI many aircratt carried "0
tvpe roundels above the wings as
well. Austers of 42 AOP Flight carvied

"B tvpe roundels above and helow
the wings.

At home however, many aircraft
retained the early AALB Lvpe
roundel combination right through
and one could also see mixes of these
markings. Colours also varied with
some aircraft, especially Tiger Moths
and Ansons using fighe | Blue instesd

of the darker shade. There were also a
varietv of roundels with non-standard
proportions.

The post war SAAF saw a revision
te the type “A" roundel. Often this
was apphied 10 SAAF amerafl wearing
ope 017 on ‘hf‘ iﬂs&iagv B on the
wings and Tvpe "A" under wings!

Mariy ne ,k aircraft eg Devons and
Wampires arrived with tvpe "LV
roundels Iwhich had been inroduced
by the RAF from 19471 in orange.
white and blue.

By the end of the 1940's aircraft
weere 10 be seerowith all the various

styles of murdels ;,1;);;}%31—‘-5;. This all
changed in 1950 when the SAAF
decided to follow the lead set b
Canada and introduce a distinctive
centre marking in its roundel,
surrounded by the blue circle peculiar
rer all the Commonwealth countries.
ITe SAAF introduced a Springbok

marked leaping forward on the
fuselage and inwards on the wings

and firs: appeared on the §L5tmga
that 2 Sqn took 10 Korea,

By December 4, 1950 10 Vampires
and ore Devon had been painted at
Waterkloof with iﬁ Spitfires and six
}'iiiﬂ ards h" i

Imugwm, s cim E ?vumnfi Am"l

ey enlt mﬂ%x Bhodesia, The new
aroably the most atractive

a carriedd By SAAF adr i? WS

ot 1 Jast fong honever.

Arthe § dff Conference on
Deceaber 7. 1956, the outline of the
plan view of the castle at Cape Town
was chiosen as the Defence Force
svinbol. On Febroary 4, 1857 it was
decided that the symbol would
i "F !52# Tty ?:."‘G\i national

Bhue fif‘ %%gm Blue] with a dark blue



surround and an Orange Springbok
super-imposed

There were complaints about the
clarity of the marks and a revised
scheme was adopted. Trial markings
were painted on VIP Vemura 6487
and a maritime aircratt on May 2.
1957, There were fwo versions. one
described as "Gold and Blue™ and the
uther “Yellow on White,

Dakota G854 was 10 be painted in

castle markings on July 1, (957
and the following month the airceraft
went 0 the United Kingdom in the
new markings The marking was
approved by the Minister of Defence
on October 5. 1957 and as finally
chosen was in Aircrafi Blue with a
white surround with a gold Jeaping
springhok super-imposed. the latter
heing somewhar ditferent w the
original on the Springbok Roundel
showing all four of its legs and with
the head wrned slightly.

The Orange White/Blue fin flash
still remained however in deference
t the flag. Policy had now changed
from this point with the national
insignia no longer showing the
national colours bt being more of a
SAAF "Logo’”,

Some of the Shackleons which
arrived from 1957 camied the Castles
with orange Springboks - these were
gracually changed to gold,

C-130s had castles in USAF
Insignia Blue. while Mirages were
delivered in French Cerulean Blue,
Over the vears, anomialies were 1o be
seen Yellow Springhoks. Springboks
jumping backwards, rev é’f‘si*d Tin
Hashes {all the C-1607s had the fin
Hashes reversed an one sidel.

During the long border war,
mary SAAF aircraft carried no
national insignia. Since this time.
application of castles an many toes
his beem erratic 1o say the least.

“

Low wisibility castles were
ntroxduced in the 198{0Fs during the
atter part of the “hush war™ initially
will the standard markings
overpainted with a soft sprav o
and later outline markings m bl
and grey.

The SAAF Eagle replaced the
Springbok in the castle from 1993
and various low visibilitv versions
were introduced for nﬁfaﬁme and

fiohter aircraft.

The present national flag was
introduced from April 27, 1994, and
soun after z*x&pim:eé the Orange,
White and Blue fin Mushes on SAAT
aircraft, For many tvpes of aireraft,
this hias been the only wentification,
castles nat being carried.

A new marking was proposed 0
be introduced from this vear. A dark
%Jlusi rm,zfxdsl replaces the castle up-
on which is superimposed a light

lw mwehve pointed design edged in
white with the SAAF Eagle.
superimpused. Colours were simila
to those rejecied in Febroary 1957
on the grounds of visibiliee. This
has been wﬂ% scedd before
intrewduction by a similar roundel all
in dark blue mrh a white [2-poim
design and a pold eaple. Une
worgders whether the ‘Mﬁ\.r shiould
not hiave reverted to its original
1921722 roundel. With a few
medifications all the present
natiomal colours could have been
incorporated.

It is interesting 10 observe that
mrfw two styes of d-colour roundels

teast four v pes of arange. white
h’iu% roundels. a stz‘ingtxﬁk rourndel.
two types of castles and now a -
ronndel with a 12-point star fto sav
nathing of variations) the SAAF has
probably had mare tvpes of national
insignia than any other air force on

T+

the planet’

in
N
k

—

[ arey
iE

nEd

s

o

NATIONAL lNSIENEH

by Dwa Flarker

The standard castle 25 applied Hshionl Rag sed 25 3 fn Bl
192 5.7 Uik Astra it e Hirvare 71565

Blue autiee

=

Anather semative version o

Alterrsative wesion of Eagle
(ase with robon e motfy  sagle CasBe with eagle applied
mmswm [ i Gokder Tl stoad of

1 Ligfht Gole an 01308 405

Mo standed smal eagle 0 90 “Low wir' Eagie Caste
wilf sbion 2 Black ol Ches
& dight Bl Castie o0 (-47TF  grey putline and davker

Tow vy ulline ‘Eagle Caste’

wm&g&mm
it Back an CASA 212800 G’wmﬁdﬁﬁ@?

The inifial propossl &x e nsw The new national iesipniz
SASF meigeiz. The Light e wonin was oveiie oo dped 27
e fs e cmplaced by I remalies T be s how Bhs
sk B, il e applied o SAAF arorail

8 i sennnEiser BE




